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The Continuing Adventures of the Truffula Tree Company
The Lorax, a children’s book by Dr. Seuss, tells of the deterioration of an environment because of reckless exploitation of “truffula trees” to produce “thneeds” to meet the incessant demands of consumers.

The true story of Easter Island tells of a society that over-exploited its own resources to its ultimate demise.

1. What seems to be the author’s intent in writing this book? What message is Dr. Seuss sending?




2. Do you equate the ideas in the story with real situations in present-day society?  If so, with what people,  what resources, and what issues?




3. Describe any values which appear to be important to the story.




4. Does The Lorax appear to be written for young children, parents, or both?


5. Does Dr. Seuss’s story accurately portray the forest industry today? Others? Explain.




6. In many libraries in our nation’s history, The Lorax was a banned book.  Why do you suppose this was?


7. Why were natives of Easter Island able to survive on the limited resources of the island for hundreds of years?




8. What caused the environment to lose it stability on Easter Island?



9. Could Easter Island be seen as a model for Earth? How is their society similar to our society?

10. How are Easter Island and The Lorax similar? Different?


11. How can you change your lifestyle to more effectively ensure a long-term quality environment? What actions might we take to ensure our survivability on Earth?


12. What events could push Earth beyond its ability to sustain life?


13. What do you think it means to have an “environmentally sustainable society?” Name three things


14. Take a look at these 8 quotes… each person choose 2 of them, and explain (write down) what you think they mean.  Then write a real-life person, organization, or ideal that each character represents.


a. “I speak for the trees… for the trees have no tongues.” – The Lorax

b. “I chopped just one tree, I’m doing no harm.” – The Once-ler
c. “Sometimes progress progresses too fast.” – The Lorax
d. “Is that good economics?  Is that sound for our country?” – The Once-ler
e. “Sir! You are crazy with greed!” – The Lorax
f. “If I didn’t do them, then someone else would.” –The Once-ler
g. “I hear things are just as bad up in Lake Eerie.” – Humming Fish
h. “I speak for men and human opportunities.” – Once-ler

DO NOT COMPLETE… these were discussed in class
15. Take a look at these 8 quotes… each person choose 2 of them, and explain (write down) what you think they mean.  Then write a real-life person, organization, or ideal that each character represents.


a. “I speak for the trees… for the trees have no tongues.” – The Lorax

b. “I chopped just one tree, I’m doing no harm.” – The Once-ler
c. “Sometimes progress progresses too fast.” – The Lorax
d. “Is that good economics?  Is that sound for our country?” – The Once-ler
e. “Sir! You are crazy with greed!” – The Lorax
f. “If I didn’t do them, then someone else would.” –The Once-ler
g. “I hear things are just as bad up in Lake Eerie.” – Humming Fish
h. “I speak for men and human opportunities.” – Once-ler

